REMARKS 



In the last Office Action, the Examiner kindly 
pointed out that applicants' previously filed response was 
incomplete in that it failed to make an election of species as 
required in the prior Office Action. 

By way of background, a preliminary amendment was 
filed in this application by mailing certificate dated June 
23, 2004. In the preliminary amendment, original claims 1-18 
were canceled and replaced by new claims 19-53. When issuing 
the first Office Action which was mailed July 6, 2004, the 
preliminary amendment apparently had not reached the Examiner, 
and thus the Examiner made restriction and election 
requirements based on original claims 1-18. When responding 
to that Office Action, applicants inadvertently elected claims 
1-18 and overlooked the fact that these claims were canceled 
in the preliminary amendment in favor of new claims 19-53. 
For the convenience of the Examiner, a copy of the preliminary 
amendment is attached hereto in the event the originally-filed 
paper has not been matched with the application file. 

As a result of the preliminary amendment, claims 
1-18 have been replaced by new claims 19-53. Claims 19-41 are 
directed to a manufacturing a multi-tip probe, and claims 
42-53 are directed to an apparatus having a multi-tip probe 
(claims 42-49) and a multi-tip probe (claims 50-53). 
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Applicants have provisionally elected the method invention and 
list claims 19-41 as being readable on the elected invention. 
In response to the election of species requirement, applicants 
elect the species of method using a focused charged particle 
beam in conjunction with etching or sputtering. Claims 19-25, 
33 and 36-41 are readable on the elected species, and claims 
19, 22-25, 33 and 36-41 are generic to all of the species. 

Early and favorable action on the merits are 
respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ADAMS & WILKS 

Attorneys for Applicants 
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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

SIR: 

In order to place this application in better 
condition for a complete examination on the merits, applicants 
preliminarily amend their application as follows: 

ADDITIONAL FEES : 

A check in the amount of $270.00 is enclosed to 
cover the cost of 15 claims in excess of 20. Should the check 
prove insufficient for any reason, authorization is hereby 
given to charge any such deficiency to our Deposit Account No. 
01-0268. 



MAILING CERTIFICATE ON 
LAST PAGE 



IN THE SPECIFICATION; 



Paragraph beginning at line 9 of page l has been amended as 
follows: 

The invention of the transistor evolved from studies 
eft of the electrical characteristics of a semiconductor 
surface^, particularly the surface electron state. However, 
with regards respect to electrical conduction due to the state 
of surface electrons themselves, many points have been left 
unanalyzed until today. This "surface state conduction" is 
extremely difficult to measure because electricity runs only 
in one or two electron layers of a crystal surface. However, 
thanks to the development of new measuring and inspecting 
techniques^, such as a four-tip probe scanning tunnel 
microscope operating in an ultra-high vacuum and a microscopic 
four-tip probe, direct measurement of the surface state 
conduction has become possible and very interesting conduction 
characteristics have begun to become revealed as a result. To 
this end, it has evolved been determined that the electron 
state of a semiconductor surface has a unique characteristic 
totally different from that of the bulk state. In the 
electron device field, apparatuses of this type will play an 
important role in research and development of electron 
devices . 
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Paragraph beginning at line 4 of page 2 has been amended as 
follows: 

In an evaluating apparatus using a scanning tunnel 
microscope according to the four-tip probe method, four probe 
tips are arranged linearly at regular distances, a current is 
caused to flow into a sample from the outer two of the probe 
tips, and a voltage drop caused due to the electrical 
resistance of the sample is measured by the inner two of the 
probe tips. At that such time, because there is only a very 
slight current flowing in these probe tips, only a voltage 
drop V on the sample can be measured without receiving any 
influence of the contact resistance at a point of contact of 
the probe tips with the sample. An electrical resistance 
according to the four-tip probe method is obtained by R = V/I 
where I is a measured current. As shown in FIG. 10, FIGS. 10A 
and 10B there is a correlation between the inter-probe-tip 
distance and the depth of probing into a sample. In order to 
obtain information of the ultra-surface of the sample, it is 
essential to arrange the probes at a the corresponding narrow 
distances as shown in FIG. 10B. In the related art, however, 
there is a limit in processing. This is to say that the 
diameter of the individual probe tip has served as a 
restriction so that a probe having a probe-tip pitch of 
several nm could not be manufactured. 
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Paragraph beginning at line 23 of page 2 has been amended as 
follows: 

Conventionally, four-tip probes whose inter-tip 
distance is in the order of millimeters to centimeters have 
been used, and many studies on this type of probe were carried 
out. However, these conventional probes cannot be applied to 
surface analysis of semiconductor devices. Recently, an 
undergraduate research group of Tokyo University released a 
report (Applied Physics, 70th Volume, 10th Issue, 2001) on 
measurement of electrical resistance of a silicon crystal 
surfaces using a microscopic four-tip probe of a several /zm 
pitch manufactured utilizing silicon micro-processing 
technology, such as ordinary lithography. For analyzing the 
outermost or uppermost device-surface, however, this several 
/urn inter-tip distance is inadequate to achieve proper 
performance. An inter-tip distance of at most l /xm or less is 
needed for doing so. Even if the above-mentioned silicon 
micro-processing technology is employed, it is difficult to 
manufacture a four-tip probe having an inter-tip distance of a 
such a sub-micron order. 
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Paragraph beginning at line 14 of page 3 has been amended as 
follows: 

In a further related art study , positioning of 
measuring points on an object surface is carried out using an 
optical microscope. However, because a required measuring 
region for analyzing the outermost or uppermost device-surface 
is extremely small, it is difficult to achieve positioning 
using en the conventional optical microscope and, as an 
alternative means, a new observation technique, such as a 
scanning electron microscope (SEM) and an atomic force 
microscope (AFM) has been required. When an SEM is used, a 
sample is always irradiated with electrons during observation. 
This may cause produce noise and render accurate measurement 
of electricity impossible. On the other hand, in the case of 
an AFM, observation can be realized either in an ordinary 
atmospheric environment or a special atmospheric environment. 
However, when a multi-tip probe itself is used also as an 
image-obtaining probe, this may be a hindrance to accurate 
measurement for reasons such as (1) it is difficult to perform 
image analysis from signals detected by a plurality of probe 
tips arranged in a row and (2) the image is contaminated or 
otherwise damaged by scanning. Further, in the conventional 
AFM, it is a common practice to employ the light leverage 
method in which a mirror is mounted on a cantilever to detect 
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displacement. In this case, a sample is irradiated with laser 
light. Because laser light serves as an excitation energy 
source to cause surface atoms to enter an excited state, this 
has a considerable effect on the movement of electrons on a 
device surface and therefore also impedes accurate measurement 
of electricity. Alternatively, waves serving as excitation 
light can be removed by wavelength cutoff using a filter. 
However, this alternative cannot realize observation in a 
perfect dark field and would often encounter problems, such as 
decreases in sensitivity due to attenuation of light 
intensity. 

Paragraph beginning at line 19 of page 4 has been amended as 
follows: 

It is accordingly an object of the present invention 
to provide a ootablioh ouch a processing method ae to form a 
microscopic multi-tip probe whose inter-tip distance is on a 
sub-micron order , and to thereby provide such a microscopic 
multi-tip probe. Another object of the present invention is 
to provide an ultra-surface analyzing apparatus for analyzing 
the ultra-surface of a semiconductor device, the apparatus e# 
which hao having a function of positioning that does not 
influence electricity measurement in an extremely small region 
using the microscopic multi-tip probe. 
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Paragraph beginning at line 18 of page 6 has been amended as 
follows: 

A multi-tip probe of the present invention comprises 
a cantilever formed using lithographic techniques, a plurality 
of lead portions formed on the cantilever, and a plurality of 
electrodes connected to each of the lead portions so that the 
pitch between the electrodes is narrower than pitch between 
the lead portions. 

Paragraph beginning at line 2 0 of page 8 has been amended as 
follows: 

In a scanning tunnel microscope according to the 
four-tip probe method to be used for semiconductor process 
evaluation, there is the a correlation e£ shown in FIGS. 10A 
and 10B between the inter-tip distance and the depth of 
probing into a sample, as described above. Moreover, in order 
to obtain information of an ultra surface, it is essential to 
arrange the probe tips at the corresponding narrow distance as 
shown in FIG. 10B of the figure. In the related art, there is 
a limit in processing, and as the diameter of the individual 
probe tip is restricted, an 8 fim pitch electrode is reported. 
However, a probe having an inter-tip distance i* on the order 
of sub-microns cannot be manufactured. Consequently, the 
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present invention is intended firstly to fabricate a 
cantilever by the related method and then to form a probe 
having a microscopic inter-tip distance by processing a distal 
end portion of the cantilever utilizing nano-processing 
technology. 

Paragraph beginning at line 11 of page 9 has been amended as 
follows: 

For example, according to one technique, a single 
micro cantilever is fabricated by coating a substrate of 
silicon with a conductive thin film or by implanting ions into 
a substrate to make the substrate conductive. The resulting 
micro cantilever has a multi-tip conductive portion whose tips 
are spaced one from another and a shunt area formed on a 
distal end portion of the cantilever into which area the tips 
of the conductive portion merge. In order to obtain a less 
than 1 iim tip pitch, comb-shaped electrodes that are separated 
from each other are formed in the shunt area of the distal end 
portion of the cantilever by an etching process, such as 
sputter etching or gas assist etching using, for example, a 
focused ion beam (FIB) apparatus. The comb-shaped electrodes 
are used as a multi-tip probe. According to another 
technique, a single cantilever having a multi-tip conductive 
portion whose tips are spaced one from another and a non- 
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conductive area formed at a distal end portion of the 
cantilever is fabricated using photolithographic processes. 
Further, the above - men t i on above-described structure is 
obtained by depositing metal or carbon on the distal end 
portion of the cantilever, which is wired by a patch process, 
at desired distances by chemical vapor deposition (CVD) using 
an FIB apparatus. The microscopic multi-tip conductive 
portions may be formed by making the silicon, oilioono, i.e. 
the cantilever, conductive using ion implantation techniques 
through irradiation with a beam rather than by CVD. It is 
possible to make processing time shorter by making lead 
portions that are not required in the microscopic processing 
as conductors for use with the multi-tip probe etc. in 
advance. 

Paragraph beginning at line 12 of page 10 has been amended as 
follows: 

In another alternative, a needle-shaped electrode 
may be manufactured fey which is comprised of not only the 
comb-shaped electrode, but also by laminating or depositing a 
conductive substance (such as carbon or tungsten) on the 
distal end portion of the electrode. This electrode can make 
contact with a sample in an improved manner. In the 
manufacture of the electrode by processing the deposited metal 
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using an FIB apparatus, an ultra-microscopic multi-tip probe 
whose inter-tip distance is several hundreds to several nm can 
be formed with ease, depending on the metal film thickness. 
In the foregoing description, an FIB is used as a source of a 
charged particle beam. Alternatively, however, the 
processing, which is gas assist etching or CVD, may be 
realized using an apparatus using an electron beam. 

Paragraph beginning at line 24 of page 10 has been amended as 
follows: 

Further, for analyzing the outermost or uppermost 
surface of a device, it is essential to specify the position 
of the device surface. 

Paragraph beginning at line 10 of page 12 has been amended as 
follows: 

One embodiment will now be described in which a 
four-tip probe is manufactured by a technique according to the 
present invention. Using a silicon substrate as a starting 
materialman elongated cantilever 1 of a 16 fj.m width, which is 
shown in FIG. 1, and its base portion 2 are fabricated by 
lithography. Four lead paths 3 serving as prospective probe 
tips are patterned in platinum film at distances of 35 \m 
apart in the base portion 2 and at distances of 3.4 p apart 
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in the cantilever 1. The material of the lead paths 3 may 
alternatively be a different metal, such as aluminum or 
tungsten. The distal end portion of the resultant cantilever 
1 is shown in enlarged scale in FIG. 2A. As is understood 
from FIG. 2a, the distal end portion of the cantilever 1 is 
tapered and, the individual lead paths 3 formed thereon by 
patterning extend to and terminate in a shunt area 4 serving 
as a common conductive portion. Using an FIB apparatus, the 
resulting distal end portion is microscopically processed to 
achieve the shaping and processing of four probe tips spaced 
at sub-micron distances. This sputter etching may include 
removing only the platinum film or may include removing the 
platinum film together with silicon substrate portions in a 
comb-shaped pattern to facilitate contact with a sample 
surface. 

Paragraph beginning at line 7 of page 15 has been amended as 
follows: 

Another embodiment will now be described in which a 
four-tip probe is manufactured by another deposition technique 
of the present invention using an FIB apparatus. Using a 
silicon substrate as a starting material, an elongated 
cantilever 1 of a 16 /xm width, which is shown in FIG. 3, and 
its base portion 2 are fabricated by lithography. Four lead 
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paths 3, serving as prospective probe tips, are patterned at 
distances a spacing of 35 Mm in the base portion 2 and at 
distances a spacing of 3.4 /in at the cantilever 1. The distal 
end portion of the resultant cantilever 1 is shown in enlarged 
scale in FIG. 4A. As is understood from FIG. 4A, the distal 
end portion of the cantilever 1 is tapered and the individual 
lead paths 3 formed by patterning extend to and terminate in 
the distal end portion. The present embodiment is similar to 
the previous embodiment except that no conductive shunt area 
is formed. Using an FIB apparatus, the resulting distal end 
portion is microscopically processed to achieve the shaping 
and processing of four probe tips spaced at sub-micron 
distances. 

Paragraph beginning at line 21 of page 16 has been amended as 
follows: 

Another embodiment, unlike the previously mentioned 
embodiment using only a comb-shaped electrode, will now be 
described in which, in order to improve the ease of contact 
with a sample, a needle-shaped electrode is formed by 
laminating and depositing a conductive substance (such as 
carbon or tungsten) on the distal end portion of each 
electrode by the CVD process using an FIB apparatus. FIG. 5 
shows the processing procedures of the present embodiment, 
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where FIG. 5A shows a state before the processing, and FIG. 
5B, 5C and 5D respectively shows show the states after FIB 
processes 1, 2 and 3. As shown in FIG. 5, the processing 
procedures of the present embodiment are substantially similar 
to those of the previously mentioned embodiment with the 
exception of FIB process 3. Namely, what is shown in FIG. 5A 
is an elongated cantilever 1 fabricated by lithography and 
having four-needle lead paths 3 patterned in platinum film. 
In FIB process 1, the distal end portion of the cantilever 1 
is scaled by sputter etching using an FIB apparatus, thereby 
forming a rectangular projection 5. Notably, this process is 
not absolutely essential and may be omitted. Namely, the 
processing procedure may advance to the CVD process as with 
Embodiment 2, skipping FIB process 1. In FIB process 2, lead 
paths 31 connecting each microscopic electrode 6 and the 
respective lead path 3 are microscopically formed on the 
distal end portion by the CVD process using an FIB apparatus, 
thereby shaping microscopic electrodes 6 spaced one from 
another by a sub-micron distance. Then, in FIB process 3, a 
vertically directed needle 61 is formed on each microscopic 
electrode 6 of the distal end portion further by the CVD 
process using an FIB apparatus. Because the thus formed 
needle 61 contacts a sample surface, the present embodiment 
can improve the ease of contact with a sample surface as 
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compared to Embodiment 2 using only the comb-shaped electrode. 
The forming of the vertically directed needle 61 on each 
microscopic electrode 6 by the CVD process using an FIB 
apparatus an be applied to the forming of microscopic probe 
tips 6 in a spaced manner by etching a shunt area 4. 

Paragraph beginning at line 18 of page 18 has been amended as 
follows: 

A still further embodiment will now be described in 
which, when an elongated cantilever 1 is fabricated by 
lithography, a convex bank 11 is formed on the distal end 
portion of the cantilever 1 and four-probe-tip lead paths 3 
are patterned in platinum film on the resulting cantilever 1, 
thereby causing uniform contact pressure to be exerted on 
every probe tip. FIC. 7 ohowo Figs. 7A-7G show this 
processing procedure. What is shown prior to processing is 
the cantilever 1 fabricated by lithography. A cross-sectional 
view taken along A-A' that is a plan view of FIG. 7A is shown 
in FIG. 7D and 7E, the bank 11 being the distal end portion of 
the cantilever 1 is partially scaled by sputter etching using 
an FIB apparatus, thereby forming a rectangular projection 5. 
As is noted from FIG. 7E. =£&r in the resulting cantilever 11, 
a saddle-back-shaped convex bank 11 is left un-scaled on the 
rectangular projection 5. In FIB process 2 shown in FIG. 7F 
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and FIG, 7G, lead paths 31 connecting each microscopic 
electrode 6 and the respective lead path 3 are microscopically 
formed on the distal end portion by the CVD process using an 
FIB apparatus, thereby forming four probe tips spaced one 
after another by a sub-micron distance. As is apparent from 
FIG. 7G, the microscopic electrodes 6 are deposited on the 
surface of the s^ddle-back-shaped convex bank 11 and hence 
have a saddle-back shape. Therefore, when the resulting 
cantilever 1 is brought close to a sample surface, the crest 
of the saddle-back comes into contact with the sample surface. 
In the case of the present embodiment, if the crest of the 
bank 11 at the distal end portion of the cantilever 1 is 
uniformly formed as the original cantilever 1 is fabricated by 
lithography, the convex portion of the microscopic electrodes 
6 also are uniform in height, thereby causing a stabilized 
contact relation between the sample surface and the plural 
microscopic electrodes 6. Alternatively, the bank 11 at the 
distal end portion of the cantilever 1 may be formed by 
reactive dry etching or wet etching. Further, the forming of 
such a bank 11 on the distal end portion of the cantilever 1 
can be applied to the forming of the cantilever having on its 
distal end portion a shunt area 4. 
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Paragraph beginning at line 11 of page 23 has been amended as 
follows: 

The micro cantilever manufacturing method according 
ot one aspect of the present invention comprises the steps of 
e#-s- fabricating a cantilever having a plurality of lead 
portions spaced one from another and a shunt area formed at a 
distal end portion of the cantilever cant i lover; by a micro 
cantilever fabrication technique utilizing lithography j_ -f- and 
forming a probe on the cantilever by processing the shunt area 
of the distal end portion of the cantilever by sputtering or 
gas assist etching using a beam of focusing charged particles. 
According to another aspect of the present invention, the 
method comprises the steps ; steps of fabricating fabrication a 
cantilever having a plurality of lead portions spaced one from 
another, by a micro cantilever fabrication technique utilizing 
lithography . lithography; and forming a probe on the 
cantilever by CVD which irradiates a beam of focuoing focused 
charged particles to the distal end portion of the cantilever 
while spraying a gas of raw material thereto. Therefore, it 
is possible to easily obtain electrical information of 
microscopic portions and ultra-surface, which was impossible 
in the conventional art. In the method of manufacturing a 
microscopic multi-probe according to the present invention, 
because the probe tips are formed into a resilient structure 
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by CVD, some variation in height of the probe tips are 
allowed, thereby increasing the easiness of the probe tip 
fabrication drastically. 

Paragraph beginning at line 9 of page 24 has been amended as 
follows: 

The surface characteristic analyzing apparatus 
according one as pect of %e the present invention comprises-*- 
first a micro cantilever having on its distal end portion a 
microscopic multi-tip prober an AFM-dedicated micro 
cantilever having on its distal end portion a dedicated 
microscopic multi-tip probe; the AFM-dedicated micro 
cantilever being spaced by a known, predetermined distance 
from the first micro-cantilever, and first - named mioro - 
canti lover; means for driving the two micro cantilevers 
independently of each other into contact /non-contact states 
with respect to a sample. Therefore, the apparatus has the 
functions of-*- obtaining an observed imaged of a sample surface 
by an AFM with the microscopic multi-tip probe in a non- 
contact states determining a measuring region from the 
observed images positioning the microscopic multi-tip probe 
in the determined measuring region and bringing the 
microscopic multi-tip probe into contact with the determined 
measuring region. Even in electricity measurement at an 
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arbitrary position (e.g., a wiring portion) where positioning 
was difficult to take place on a conventional optical 
microscope, accurate measurement of electricity can be 
achieved by an array probe that can be combined with AFM. 
Further, the means for driving the cantilevers between a 
contact state and a non-contact state can be achieved with 
ease by employing a temperature-controlled bimetal-type 
actuator, a comb-shaped electrostatic actuator, or a 
piezoelectric micro-actuator. Furthermore, by using the self- 
detection method in which a strain gauge is mounted on the 
cantilever, electricity measurement in perfect dark field can 
be realized. 
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IN THE CLAIMS; 



Kindly cancel claims 1-18 without prejudice or 
admission and add the following new claims 19-53 as shown in 
the following listing of claims, which replaces all previous 
versions and listings of claims. 

1. - 18. (canceled). 

19. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-tip 
probe comprising the steps of: 

forming a cantilever using photolithographic 
techniques; and 

forming a plurality of electrodes on the cantilever 
by irradiating the cantilever with a focused charged particle 
beam. 

20. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-tip 
probe according to claim 19; wherein the step of forming a 
plurality of electrodes comprises the steps of forming a 
plurality of lead portions by lithography at a base portion of 
the cantilever, forming a conductive shunt area at a distal 
end of the cantilever, and forming electrodes at the shunt 
area by sputtering or gas-assisted etching of the conductive 
distal end of the cantilever using a focused charged particle 
beam. 



21. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-tip 
probe according to claim 19; wherein the step of forming a 
plurality of electrodes comprises the steps of forming a 
plurality of lead portions by lithography at a base portion of 
the cantilever, and forming a plurality of electrodes at the 
distal end of the cantilever by irradiating the distal end of 
the cantilever with a focused charged particle beam while 
blowing a source gas toward the distal end. 

22. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-tip 
probe according to claim 19; wherein the step of forming a 
plurality of electrodes comprises the steps of forming the 
respective electrodes at a spacing of less than one micron 
from an adjacent electrode. 

23. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-probe 
according to claim 19; further comprising the step of forming 
a needle-shaped probe on a distal end of each of the 
electrodes by chemical vapor deposition using a focused ion 
beam device. 

24. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-tip 
probe according to claim 23; wherein the step of forming a 
needle-shaped probe further comprises the step of forming the 
needle-shape probe with a curved structure so as to have 
resilience. 
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25. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-tip 
probe according to claim 19; wherein the step of forming the 
cantilever using photolithographic techniques includes the 
step of forming a convex portion at the distal end of the 
cantilever; and the step of forming a plurality of electrodes 
on the cantilever comprises forming the plurality of 
electrodes on the convex portion. 

26. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-tip 
probe comprising the steps of: 

forming a cantilever; 

forming a plurality of lead portions on the 
cantilever using photolithographic techniques; and 

forming a plurality of conductive electrodes at a 
distal end of the cantilever by ion implantation using a 
focused charged particle beam and a source gas. 

27. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-tip 
probe according to claim 26; wherein the step of forming a 
plurality of conductive electrodes comprises the steps of 
forming a plurality of lead portions by lithography at a base 
portion of the cantilever, and forming the plurality of 
conductive electrodes at the distal end of the cantilever so 
as to be electrically connected to respective lead portions. 
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28. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-tip 
probe according to claim 26; wherein the step of forming a 
plurality of conductive electrodes comprises the steps of 
forming a plurality of lead portions by lithography at a base 
portion of the cantilever, and forming the plurality of 
conductive electrodes at the distal end of the cantilever by 
irradiating the distal end of the cantilever with a focused 
charged particle beam while blowing a source gas toward the 
distal end. 

29. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-tip 
probe according to claim 26; wherein the step of forming a 
plurality of conductive electrodes comprises the step of 
forming the respective conductive electrodes at a spacing of 
less than one micron from an adjacent electrode. 

30. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-probe 
according to claim 26; further comprising the step of forming 
a needle-shaped probe on a distal end of each of the 
conductive electrodes by chemical vapor deposition using a 
focused ion beam device. 

31. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-tip 
probe according to claim 30; wherein the step of forming a 
needle-shaped probe further comprises the step of forming the 
needle-shape probe with a curved structure so as to have 
resilience. 
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32. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-tip 
probe according to claim 26; wherein the step of forming the 
cantilever using photolithographic techniques includes the 
step of forming a convex portion at the distal end of the 
cantilever; and the step of forming a plurality of conductive 
electrodes on the cantilever comprises forming the plurality 
of conductive electrodes on the convex portion. 

33. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-tip 
probe comprising the steps of: 

forming a cantilever; 

forming a plurality of lead portions on a base 
portion of the cantilever; 

forming a conductive shunt area at a distal end of 
the cantilever using photolithographic techniques; and 

forming a plurality of conductive electrodes using a 
photolithographic technique to process the shunt area at the 
distal end of the cantilever. 

34. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-tip 
probe according to claim 33; wherein the step of forming a 
plurality of conductive electrodes using a photolithographic 
technique comprises the steps of forming a resist film on the 
shunt area, exposing the resist film using X-ray exposure or 
electron beam rendering, and performing dry or wet etching of 
the exposed resist film. 
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35. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-tip 
probe according to claim 34; wherein the step of exposing the 
resist film using X-ray exposure is performed using a stepper, 
a mask aligner, or an SOR. 

36. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-tip 
probe according to claim 33; wherein the step of forming a 
plurality of conductive electrodes comprises the steps of 
forming a plurality of lead portions by lithography at the 
base portion of the cantilever, and forming the plurality of 
conductive electrodes at the distal end of the cantilever so 
as to be electrically connected to respective lead portions. 

37. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-tip 
probe according to claim 33; wherein the step of forming a 
plurality of conductive electrodes comprises the steps of 
forming a plurality of lead portions by lithography at the 
base portion of the cantilever, and forming the plurality of 
conductive electrodes at the distal end of the cantilever by 
irradiating the distal end of the cantilever with a focused 
charged particle beam while blowing a source gas toward the 
distal end. 

38. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-tip 
probe according to claim 33; wherein the step of forming a 
plurality of conductive electrodes comprises the step of 
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forming the respective conductive electrodes at a spacing of 
less than one micron from an adjacent electrode. 

39. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-probe 
according to claim 33; further comprising the step of forming 
a needle-shaped probe on a distal end of each of the 
conductive electrodes by chemical vapor deposition using a 
focused ion beam device. 

40. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-tip 
probe according to claim 39; wherein the step of forming a 
needle-shaped probe further comprises the step of forming the 
needle-shape probe with a curved structure so as to have 
resilience. 

41. (new) A method of manufacturing a multi-tip 
probe according to claim 33; wherein the step of forming the 
cantilever using photolithographic techniques includes the 
step of forming a convex portion at the distal end of the 
cantilever; and the step of forming a plurality of conductive 
electrodes on the cantilever comprises forming the plurality 
of conductive electrodes on the convex portion. 

42. (new) A surface characteristic analysis 
apparatus comprising: 

a first cantilever having a multi-tip probe at a 
distal end thereof; 
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a second cantilever having an AFM probe at a distal 
end thereof spaced from the multi-tip probe by a predetermined 
distance; and 

driving means for selectively driving the first and 
second cantilevers independently to be in or out of contact 
with a sample surface, such that the multi-tip probe is 
brought out of contact with the sample surface while an 
observed image of the sample surface is obtained using the AFM 
probe to determine a measurement region of the sample based on 
the observed image, and the multi-tip probe is brought into 
contact with the sample surface in the measurement region to 
conduct measurements. 

43. (new) A surface characteristic analysis 
apparatus according to claim 42; wherein the driving means 
comprises a comb-shaped electrostatic actuator or a 
piezoelectric microactuator . 

44. (new) A surface characteristic analysis device 
according to claim 42; wherein the AFM cantilever is a self- 
detecting cantilever having a strain gauge. 

45. (new) A surface characteristic analysis device 
according to claim 42; wherein the multi-tip probe comprises a 
plurality of electrodes arranged in an array on the first 
cantilever each being spaced apart by less than one micron 
from adjacent electrodes. 
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46. (new) A surface characteristic analysis device 
according to claim 42; wherein the multi-tip probe comprises a 
plurality of lead portions at a base portion of the first 
cantilever, and a plurality of electrodes at the distal end of 
the first cantilever. 

47. (new) A surface characteristic analysis device 
according to claim 42; further comprising a needle-shaped 
probe on a distal end of each of the electrodes. 

48. (new) A surface characteristic analysis device 
according to claim 47; wherein each needle-shaped probe has a 
curved structure so as to have resilience. 

49. (new) A surface characteristic analysis device 
according to claim 42; wherein the first cantilever has a 
convex portion at the distal end thereof; and the multi-probe 
is formed on the convex portion. 

50. (new) A multi-tip probe comprising: a 
cantilever formed using photolithographic techniques; a 
plurality of lead portions formed on the cantilever; and a 
plurality of electrodes connected to respective lead portions, 
a pitch between adjacent electrodes being narrower than a 
pitch between the lead portions. 
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51. (new) A multi-tip probe according to claim 50; 
wherein the cantilever has a convex portion at a distal end 
thereof; and the electrodes are formed on the convex portion. 

52. (new) A multi-tip probe according to claim 50; 
further comprising a needle-shaped probe provided at a distal 
end of each electrode. 

53. (new) A multi-tip probe according to claim 52; 
wherein the needle-shaped probes are resilient members having 
conductance . 
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REMARKS 

In order to place this application in better 
condition for a complete action on the merits, the 
specification has been suitably revised to correct 
informalities and to place it in better conformance with U.S. 
practice. Claims 1-18 have been canceled without prejudice or 
admission and replaced by new claims 19-53. The newly added 
claims contain revised versions of the original claims which 
have been rewritten in formal respects to improve the wording 
and bring them into better conformance with U.S. practice, and 
new claims added to provide a fuller and more comprehensive 
scope of coverage. Adequate support for the subject matter 
recited in claims 19-53 may be found in the specification as 
originally filed. 
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Early and favorable action on the merits are 
respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ADAMS & WILKS 

Attorneys for Applicants 
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